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White-Petalled 

¢ Note that many coloured flowers also sporadically produce white individuals. 


Achillea (Yarrows, Sneezeworts) 
Yarrow - Widespread in open grounds. 


The leaves (4,5) are like feathers; the flowers (1,2) are sometimes pale to strong pink (3). 


Achillea millefolium 


Sneezewort - Damp spots; widespread sporadically: Ratho (Canalside before EICA, Craigpark 
Quarry marsh, Canalside near Gogarburn), Riccarton (Research Avenue), Canal Feeder Stream, near 
Pumpherston Bing esp. Cawburn Road pond. Harlaw Reservoir. 


Like yarrow with large lax flowers (1,2), but the leaves (1,4) are narrow and toothed (not featherlike). 


Achillea ptarmica 


Tanacetum (Tansies, Feverfews) 
Rayed Tansy - Uncommon: Kirkliston (Pepper Wood), South Queensferry (Society Road). 


The flowers (2) form a broad dense umbrella with white petals shorter than the central discs and somewhat downcast (3,5). The leaves are 
distinctive from the prior two, and hairless (1) on their upper surface. It can form sizeable patches. 
Garden centres often mistakenly sell this plant as Alchemilla grandiflora, a very different species (with fewer flowers and longer white petals). 


Tanacetum macrophyllum 


Feverfew - Widespread in poor ground, particularly at wall bases or similar. 
Distinctive when flowering. The leaves (1-4) are medium green to yellowy-green. 
Occasionally there are double-flowered ones (5) escaped from gardens, of which there are a good few at one point beside Gogarmuir Road. 


Tanacetum parthenium 


Marsh Thistle (white form) - Often encountered (particularly Field W of cement works). 


The flowerheads (3) are spineless and tacky when squeezed, often little-stalked (forming tight clusters or lines) and the stem (2,4) spiny. This this is 


nominally purple but this white form is rather common and the sides of the flowerheads (3) and other parts are green and lack a purple tinge. 


Cirsium palustre 


Bellis (Daisies) 


Common Daisy - Widespread particularly in mown or short grass or damp thin ground. 


The flowers are small and the leaves (1,4) all at the stem base. The flowers are often purply on their undersides (5) as they open but usually quickly 


become white when opened to view. 


Bellis perennis 


Leucanthemum (Ox-Eye Daisies) 


Ox-Eye Daisy - Patchily Frequent: Ratho (esp. Baird Road, EICA Quarry), Kirkliston, further afield. 


A daisy with a large flower, the flower stem (4,5) is leafy with broad leaves (not thread-like). 
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The garden Shasta Daisy (Leucanthemum x superbum) has larger flowers and leaves with far more, shallower, teeth. 
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Leucanthemum vulgare 


Tripleurospermum (Mayweeds) 
Scentless Mayweed - Widespread on bare disturbed ground, particularly Quarries and field edges. 


The crushed flowers have no special scent, and the flowers squeezed from the side or opened (2) are solid; underneath (3), the circle of bracts are 
fully brown-edged. The leaves (4) are thread-like. 


To distinguish from Sea Mayweed which grows on the Dalmeny Coast, the seeds (5) have circular dents not ellipses near their top. 


Tripleurospermum inodorum 


Matricaria (Mayweeds, Chamomiles) 
Scented Mayweed - Ratho (particularly field edges between the canal and Freelands Road). 


May be mistaken for Scentless Mayweed, but the flowers (1) are smaller and when crushed smell of chamomile; and are hollow (2), collapsing when 


(3) are pale-edged though they may brown at the tips. 
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Matricaria chamomilla 


Anthemis (Corn Chamomile) 
Corn Chamomile - Ratho (Craigpark Quarry during and after development). 


Rather distinctive with its neat geometric leaves (1,4,5) with bristle tips (5), the stems and bracts under the flowers are hairy (3). 
Technically inside the flowers (2) are broadish tongues of green with a single end tip (the individual flower bracts), the seeds have 10 strong ridges. 
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Anthemis arvensis 


Petasites (Butterburs) 
White Butterbur - Rare: Kirkliston (Pepper Wood). 


White flowers, the leaf edges are rather neat and angular, base gap fairly neat and narrow to overlapping. The flowers in Pepper Wood are male (2), 


female flowers (3) spectacle! 
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Petasites albus 


Obscure Flowers 


Conyza (Fleabanes) 


Canadian Fleabane - Ratho (Cement Works), Wester Hailes (canalside). 


The flowers (3) have clear white petals, the leaves (4,5) are wide-hairy at the base (5) and diagonally hairy at the tip (4). The floral branches (1) are 


somewhat tight and upwards, the flower bases (3) hairless and with many scales a 


cross. Compare next (Bilbao Fleabane). 
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Conyza canadensis = Erigeron canadensis 


Bilbao Fleabane - Ratho (Main Street opposite School Wynd). 


The flowers (3) lack clear white petals (cf. prior), the leaves (4,5) are wide-hairy at the base (5) but rather flush or crimped at the leaf tip (4). The 


floral branches (1) are somewhat widish giving a bro 


ad-topped appearance, the flower bases (3) hairless but with fewer scales across than the prior. 
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Conyza floribunda = Erigeron floribunda 


Artemisia (Mugworts, Wormwoods) 


Mugwort - Frequent on disturbed thin ground and roadsides (e.g. Baird Road canal bridge and opp. 
cement works, EICA car park, beside A71, etc). 


Distinctive. Look under the leaves for the white felt. When crushed the leaves have a very faint oily aroma you may sometimes be able to smell. 
Gardens may grow the similar Chinese Mugwort which is more aromatic and patch-forming. 


Artemisia vulgaris 


Wormwood - Ratho (Gasworks before development); (records Greendyke's Bing). 
Distinctive, with a strong smell when crushed, and hoary leaves on both sides. 
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Artemisia absinthium 


Gnaphalium, Filago Logfia (Cudweeds) 


Marsh Cudweed - Scattered in damp or water-catching spots: Ratho (Hallcroft Green pavement- 
side, Baird Road, Hillwood Craigpark & EICA quarries, canalside), Ingliston, Almondell, Craigie 
Quarry; (Kirkliston 1934). 


Fairly distinctive, the top leaves overtop the flowers. 


Gnaphalium uliginosum 


Small Cudweed - Thin grounds: Ratho (Cement Works, EICA top and quarry, Hillwood Quarry); 
(Dalmahoy 1934). 


flowers (2,3) are higher than the top leaves. Sometimes a little branchy (5). 


Logfia minima = Filago minima 


